STRAWBERRIES

' This year’s crop has arrived early in southern New Jersey

By LYNDA COHEN
of The Press
HAMMONTON — Looking
or some homegrown strawber-
ies? Then youd better get to a
cadside stand soon, or you
smight miss them.

With the warmes nta*Fﬂ
suawberry season began ¢
this year, according to
Fl ammonton farmers.
¥ At 206 Farm Market along
“Rollle 206, the Monzos began
picking berries about two
sweeks ahead of schedule,
according to Nancy Monzo, 40,
hose husband, William, 49, is
athe third generation of Monzos
*at the 70-year-old business.
“When people see the blue-
tberries out, they usually ask,
*Where are the strawberries?””
she ﬁ:l.,gu: by then, it's too
ate.

The warmer weather also
an cause the berries to be
smaller, because they ripen
quicker, Monzo said If it gets
ftoo hot — which hasn’t hap-
bened yet at Monzo's farm —

ey can turn to mush, she
Swarned.
| Typical strawberry seasons
ni‘l.r last about three weeks,
d Donald Perna, who works
*.- time at the Glossy Fruit
"Farm Market a little farther
mmrhe road. It's already been
mbout three weeks since the
ot berries were picked at the
E.rm owned by the Rizzotus
dbrothers, Dave, Tony and Hank.
_F Sure, you can still get straw-
berries at your local grocery
store, but most of them are
shipped from California.
{ “They get the big ones,”
‘Nancy Monzo said of the West
Coast variety. “But theres no
comparison in taste,”
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S..l:'::ru::m by Viarmon Ogroctes
Nancy Monzo, of the 206 Farm Market in Hammonton, says warmer spring weather
can mean earlier, but smaller, strawberries.




